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Coming Attractions
 Torch Report/Law or Lore - Monthly

 New Dashboard – March/April

 Reduced Hour Bachalaurette – March 

 Lumina Grant – March 

 Principles of Accreditation Revision - April



But First!

The QEP will NOT reappear and 

catch you in 2027 and beyond!



Torch Report/Law or Lore

https://sacscoc.org/torch-report/

https://sacscoc.org/law-or-lore-2/
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New Dashboard



Reduced Credit Hour Baccalaureate

New policy to be reviewed by the Executive 

Council in March

New Program SubChange process

Five proposed components to the new policy



Proposed Requirements

 The name of the reduced-credit undergraduate degree 
program must clearly distinguish itself from traditional 
baccalaureate degree programs 

 Compressed Bachelor of (Discipline), 

 Reduced-Hour Bachelor of (Discipline), 

 Fast Track Bachelor of (Discipline), 

 Three-Year Bachelor of (Discipline) 

 Reduced-credit undergraduate degree programs must be 
based on at least 90 semester credit hours or the equivalent. 



Proposed Requirements

 Reduced-credit undergraduate degree programs may only be offered 
in specialized or applied disciplines that address workforce needs and 
prepare graduates for direct entry to employment. 

 The institution provides an appropriate justification for any reduced-
credit undergraduate degree program as appropriate to the mission 
and goals of the institution and complies with the Principles including 

1) general education requirements that ensure a breadth of knowledge 
and alignment with commonly-accepted higher education 
competencies, and 

2) faculty responsibility for program development, quality, integrity, and 
review. 



Proposed Requirements (cont.)

 The institution ensures that its recruitment, admissions, and 

other marketing materials, as well as transcripts, accurately 

represent the reduced-credit undergraduate degree programs. 



Lumina Grant - Purpose

 The grant’s focus is to strengthen the alignment between 

postsecondary education and state workforce priorities 

across the membership. The goal is to help colleges and 

universities leverage accreditation to better prepare 

learners particularly adult and returning students for high-

skill, high-wage, and high-demand careers while 

maintaining educational quality and institutional autonomy.



Lumina Grant – The Project

 State-Level Workforce Data Analysis  

Partner with state workforce agencies, higher education agencies, and data systems to 

analyze labor market projections, high-need career priorities, and existing institutional 

programs.

 Cross-State Mapping and Gap Analysis  

Compare workforce demand with current degrees, certificates, and short-term 

credentials to identify gaps in capacity, completion, geographic access, and time-to-

credential.

 Guidance and Best Practices Development  

Develop practical guidance for institutions on workforce-aligned program design, 

assessment, stackable credentials, prior learning assessment, employer engagement, and 

quality assurance.

 Regional Workforce Summit and Network Development



Principles Review (Revision)



Revision Process

Principles 
Review

Member Input Revision

Member InputRevisionBoard

College 
Delegate 
Assembly

Implementation



Review Committee

 Review and Streamline Standards

 Representation from All Institution Levels

 Connect Accreditation to Workforce and Student Success

 Support Innovation and Continuous Improvement

 Stakeholder Engagement and Communication



Special Committees

1. Stakeholder Review Committee
Workforce Alignment

Differentiation

Recognition of Excellence

 International Members

2. Financial Review Committee

3. Legislative Advisory Committee



Thank You!
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